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Course 
This is a seminar focusing on current research in political 
Description:
economy.  We will read some of the more important current research dealing with issues of political economy and have five guest speakers visit us throughout the semester.  They will make evening presentations to the general campus community and visit more informally with us during our afternoon class.  
Prerequisites: 
ECN 150 and 151 or ECN 177 or permission of instructor



Course Structure:
The official meeting time of our course will be every Monday from 5-5:50 pm.  However, some weeks we will not have class and some weeks I will ask you to stay from 5-7:30 pm.  As you will see, there are a couple of meetings that will be a couple of presentations on Tuesday night instead of Monday.  I ask you to be flexible.  

During the weeks that speakers are in town, our class will meet for one hour. During this time, you will get to visit with our guest speaker informally.  There will be a ten minute break at 5:50, and we will then attend the speaker’s presentation to the larger campus as a class.  

Grading:
Your grade in this course is based on attendance and participation in the reading groups and presentations (50%) and a portfolio of reaction papers (50%).  
Reaction Paper:
All students will be required to write a reaction paper to each speaker that is a maximum of three pages in length.  The papers will be due the first time we meet after a speaker’s visit.  
My grading range is the following:

Average Score






Letter Grade

100-93







   A

92-89







   B+

88-83







   B

82-79







   C+

78-71







   C

70-60







   D

59 or below






   F

Attendance: Because of the seminar nature of the class, attendance is mandatory! Each

student is allowed one unexcused absence; for each additional unexcused absence, one full letter grade (i.e., an A will drop to a B) will be deducted from your final grade.
Expectations: In my opinion, you are some of the best undergraduate students at Mercer University.  I expect nothing less than your best effort in this class.  

I expect you to do all of the reading before each class, to participate in class discussions, to approach me and talk to me outside of class, and to complete all assignments on time.  There will be a lot of reading in this class.  I know there are many other demands on your time, but I feel confident that each and every one of you can keep up with the workload in this class.  

Honor Code:
Cheating is not tolerated.  Don’t cheat.  The Honor Code is enforced on all 

Reaction Papers.

University Policy for Students with Disabilities: Students with a documented disability 

should inform the instructor at the close of the first class meeting.  This instructor will 

refer you to the Office of Student Services (SSS) for consultation regarding evaluation, 
documentation of your disability, and recommendations for accommodation, if needed.  
Students will receive from SSS the Faculty Accommodation Form.  On this form, SSS 
will identify reasonable accommodations for this class.  The form must be given to the 
instructor for signature and then returned to SSS.  To take full advantage of disability 
services, it is recommended that students contact SSS immediately.  This office is located 
on the third floor of the Connell Student Center.  
Course Outline (Tentative and Subject to Change)
I.  Introduction and Review (bold print indicates guest lecturer)
Monday, January 26: An Introduction to the Class & Readings 
--Lawson and Clark. (2009). “Examining the Hayek-Friedman Hypothesis on Economic 

and Political Freedom” Working Paper
--Lawson. (2008). Economic Freedom of the World: 2008 Annual Report, Ch. 1
Tuesday, January 27: Robert Lawson, Auburn University
Monday, February 9 Readings

--Powell, Ford, Nowrasteh. (2008). “Somalia After State Collapse: Chaos or

Improvement?” Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization 67: 657-670.
--Powell and Skarbek. (2006). “Sweatshops and Third World Living Standards: Are the

Jobs Worth the Sweat?” Journal of Labor Research XXVII (2): 263-274.

--Powell (2006) “Somali Anarchy is More Orderly Than Somali Government” The

Lighthouse

--Powell and Skarbek (2005) “Don’t Get Into a Lather Over Sweatshops” Christian 

Science Monitor

Monday, February 23: Ben Powell, Suffolk University
Monday, March 2: Readings
--Smith. (2004). “Human Nature: An Economic Perspective,” Daedalus 4: 67-76.
--Postrel. (2008). “Why asset bubbles are a part of the economic condition that regulation can’t cure,” The Atlantic
--Smith. (2007). “We Have Met the Enemy, and He Is Us,” Wall Street Journal
--Smith. (2008). “There’s No Easy Way Out of the Bubble,” Wall Street Journal
--Surowiecki. (2004). “Shall We Dance,” The Wisdom of Crowds (Ch. 5)
Monday, March 16: Vernon Smith, Chapman University
Monday, March 23: Readings

--Boettke. (2005). “Anarchism as a Progressive Research Program,” in Edward Stringham (ed.) Anarhcy, State, and Public Choice, Edward Elgar (Cheltenham, UK): 206-219.
--Leeson. (2007). “An-arrgh-chy,” Journal of Political Economy 115 (6): 1049-1094.  

Tuesday, March 31: Peter Boettke, George Mason University


*SPECIAL TIMES FOR BOETTKE: Class will meet at 4 pm; public lecture will begin at 5 pm!*

Monday, April 13: Readings
--Yandle. “Bootleggers and Baptists and the Theory of Regulation”
--Yandle. “Bootleggers, Baptists, and the 1998 Tobacco Settlement”
Monday, April 27: Bruce Yandle, Clemson University

*The Stetson School of Business and Economics in general and Scott Beaulier in particular thank the Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation for sponsoring this course and great lineup of speakers

