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URL: 

www.scottbeaulier.com
________________________________________________________________________

Course 
This is a seminar focusing on current research in political 
Description:
economy.  We will read some of the more important current research dealing with issues of political economy and have guest speakers visit us throughout the semester.  The speakers will make presentations to the general campus community and visit more informally with us.  
Prerequisites: 
ECN 150, 151 or ECN 160/ECN 177 or permission of instructor



Course Structure:
The official meeting time of our course will be every Monday from 5-5:50 pm.  However, some weeks we will not have class.  In place of class, I will ask you to attend lectures related to the guest speakers’ visits.  Several of the lectures will occur on nights other than Monday.  I ask you to be flexible and try to make theses.  

Grading:
Your grade in this course is based on attendance and participation in the reading groups and presentations (50%) and a portfolio of reaction papers (50%).  
Reaction Paper:
All students will be required to write a reaction paper to each speaker.  The paper should be no more than three double-spaced pages in length.  The papers will be due the first time we meet after a speaker’s visit.  

My grading range is the following:

Average Score






Letter Grade

100-90







   A

89-87







   B+

86-80







   B

79-77







   C+

76-70







   C

69-60







   D

59 or below






   F

Attendance: Because of the seminar nature of the class, attendance is mandatory! Each

student is allowed one unexcused absence; for each additional unexcused absence, one full letter grade (i.e., an A will drop to a B) will be deducted from your final grade.
Expectations: In my opinion, you are some of the best undergraduate students at Mercer University.  I expect nothing less than your best effort in this class.  

I expect you to do all of the reading before each class, to participate in class discussions, to approach me and talk to me outside of class, and to complete all assignments on time.  There will be a lot of reading in this class.  I know there are many other demands on your time, but I feel confident that each and every one of you can keep up with the workload in this class.  

Honor Code:
Cheating is not tolerated.  Don’t cheat.  The Honor Code is enforced on all 

Reaction Papers.

University Policy for Students with Disabilities: Students with a documented disability 

should inform the instructor at the close of the first class meeting.  This instructor will 

refer you to the Office of Student Services (SSS) for consultation regarding evaluation, 
documentation of your disability, and recommendations for accommodation, if needed.  
Students will receive from SSS the Faculty Accommodation Form.  On this form, SSS 
will identify reasonable accommodations for this class.  The form must be given to the 
instructor for signature and then returned to SSS.  To take full advantage of disability 
services, it is recommended that students contact SSS immediately.  This office is located 
on the third floor of the Connell Student Center.  
Course Outline (Tentative and Subject to Change)
I.  Introduction and Review (bold print indicates guest lecturer)
Tuesday, January 19: Joshua Hall, Beloit College
Monday, January 25: An Introduction to the Class & Readings 
Monday, February 8: Distribution of Christopher Coyne’s After War
Monday, February 22: Discussion of Boettke and Prychitko readings
Wednesday, March 3rd through Friday, March 5th: Dave Prychitko, Northern Michigan University and Peter Boettke, George Mason University
Monday, March 15: Discussion of Christopher Coyne’s After War
Monday, March 22nd: Christopher Coyne, West Virginia University
*Frank Stephenson, Berry College, DATE OF VISIT TBD*

*The Stetson School of Business and Economics in general and Scott Beaulier in particular thank the Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation for sponsoring this course and great lineup of speakers

