Stetson School of Business and Economics
Spring Semester 2010

The Stetson School of Business and Economics (SSBE) promotes the advancement and integration of quality business education and practice.  In support of Mercer University’s mission, the School provides undergraduate and graduate programs that are designed to enable, enhance, and expand professional careers, civic responsibility and lifelong learning

ECN 477: The Economic and Moral Foundations of Capitalism
Instructor: 	Dr. Scott A. Beaulier
		BB&T Distinguished Professor of Capitalism & 
Dept. Chair of Economics
Office: 	230 Stetson Hall (ext. 5596)
Office Hours:	MW 2-2:50, F 12-12:50 and by appointment
E-mail: 	beaulier_sa@mercer.edu
URL: 		www.scottbeaulier.com
________________________________________________________________________

Course 		 
Description:		This course examines the interrelationship between economics and 
ethics.  It attempts to shed light on how an understanding of economics can lead to more ethical choices, and it also looks at how ethical ideas shape economic life.  We will examine a number of topics, including justifications for property rights, the controversy over income inequality, the role of profits in an economic system, self interest versus selfishness, social entrepreneurship, public aid and welfare, and many other topics.   

Prerequisites: 	ECN 150, 151 or ECN 160 and junior standing; permission of 
instructor

Required Texts:	Bellamy, Edward.  Looking Backward

Friedman, Milton. Capitalism and Freedom

Marx, Karl. Selected Writings

Rand, Ayn. Atlas Shrugged
	
Grading 
and Exams: 	Your grade in this course is based on a midterm exam (30%), a final exam (30%), quizzes (10%), and a final paper (30%).  The midterms and final exam will be in class exams in essay form.  

My grading range is the following:

Total Points							Grade

100-91								   A
90-88								   B+
87-81								   B
80-78								   C+
77-71								   C
70-60								   D
59 or below							   F

Attendance and “Fairness”: I believe in the freedom of individual choice.  You are free 
to choose between attending class and not attending class.  There will be no penalty for skipping, nor will there be any monitoring or “mark-up” for those of you who attend regularly.  In sum, this class is a record of what you did do; it is not about what you could have, should have, or would have done had circumstances been different.  People learn in hundreds of different ways, so you are free to approach this class in any way you desire.  

Honor Code:	Cheating is not tolerated.  Don’t cheat.  The Honor Code is enforced during all tests.

University Policy for Students with Disabilities:

	Students with a documented disability should inform the instructor at the close of the first class meeting.  This instructor will refer you to the Office of Student Services (SSS) for consultation regarding evaluation, documentation of your disability, and recommendations for accommodation, if needed.  Students will receive from SSS the Faculty Accommodation Form.  On this form, SSS will identify reasonable accommodations for this class.  The form must be given to the instructor for signature and then returned to SSS.  To take full advantage of disability services, it is recommended that students contact SSS immediately.  This office is located on the third floor of the Connell Student Center.  

Content Outline and Final Exam Date:

*Detailed Reading Assignments Will Be Distributed on Tuesday, January 19th*

I.	Introduction

II.	Welfare, Efficiency, and Equality

III.  Property Rights, Social Responsibility, and the Ethics of the Market

IV.  Unemployment, Charity, and Altruism

V.  Justice and Fairness

VI.  The Future

Final Exam: Tuesday, May 4, 2-5 pm









